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C-prame o1 & Torinmer mmencan mp.omaﬁ and secret

intelligence official who was Philby's opposnte number in Washington) assesses -
' the damage Kim Philby's spying did {o the YWdest,

V' KIM PHILBY came to us in~
1949 in sign of a remwgorated
Anglo- American partnership,

“The operation whose com_mand
I shared with Philby, an especially

. dangerous one, not only failed, but
many men lost their lives. L
. He did not,

finally, « destroy” -

AnOIo-Amencan co-operation in

intelligence  affairs, but he d_id,:
poison the aunosphcrc for a con-
siderable time.

The damage Philby wrought
was clearly extensive. His was a

classic case of penetration in the
interests of a rival service, the pro-
fessional aim of mtelhgence ser-
vices the world over, The Russians
have cvery .reason to be grateful -
to him.

Philby’s knowledze of both British-
‘and Amnerican iniclligence personnel
and —equally important for the |
Russians—of the structure and opera-
tional methods of the two services,
"was very preat.

At the same time, he did not know
cverything.
.. 1t would not be in the interests of

- Britain or America, even today, toi
make public a detailed inventory of
, the damage wrought to those interests’
by I’hﬂby :

Malcolm Muggeridge once com-:
plained about the governmental ten-
deney to refuse comment on losses i
of this kind. ‘Sccrcts which are’
known to have lcakcd he wrote in
some dudgeon, °‘far from  being:
written off, are guarded with parti-
cular ferocity.” What Muggendgc:
didn't rcahsc. and Philby did, is that:
silence is the only way of downgrad-

ing the information passed by a spy o,

such as Philby.

For neither he nor his Russian
.sters have an accurate and certain.

Lnow]cdgc of how much, in propot-.

tion to the whole, hc knew at the
time he was op\.ratmg They do not.
even know for certain when suspicion
first attached to Philby, and therefore!
they do not know, beyond a certain |
obvious limit, exactly how much of
the information he provxded thcm
with was valid. o .
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“. intelligence and poliii

Relations between secret services
. ate probably the most sénsitive—and |
accurate—barometer of the true stats
. of 1mcmatmnal politice, In the res ¥
viving Anglo-American partnership of
1949 co-apsrntion between the British °
and” American services was thersfore
fast regaining the scope and intimacy *
which had characterised their war-
time relations,

Philby’s arrival on the Amcrican_‘

scene was thus in response to an esti-*
. Mute shared by poliey-mikers in.
" Y.ondon and Washington of the need .
for wider and c]ospr ¢a-opcration in -
" the field of secret 0"“"‘..1011:., both

One of Philby's firs: ucts in Wash- i
ington was to assume command with
me of a new joint Anglo-American "
operation, the first venture of its kind
since the war, Phiiby received his.
m:trucnons from Londnn, I received :
mine from my immedicte superiors -1
in Washington, and w= then jointly
formulated the orders for vur wyents. ;
| .abroad.

This meant-frequent conzuit tiana:
over a year or more [ saw Ditiew m
my ofiice on an average of tw'ce a
{ weck; and in time we came to sec 4-

. preat deal of cach other, at either h].,
house or mine. '

"‘*Ilbys reputation was such that
hz~ appointment was taken' in Wash~
. Inigéon as an carncst of serious British.
intentions for our mutual coopera-
.. He was felt to carry weight:-
ve ythmn ‘conspired to present him"

. a favourable light. Even the. fact .
trit his father had been interned at'
the beginning of the war, and that.
Phitby had nonctheless, rendcred such
distinguished wamme service, . was’ '
aken by many in. Washmgton——my- A
se° i cludcd—-—as a mcasure of .his, »
ty, . .
{iose among us who had knownr
Plnlby in, London during the war, 01:
later in Turkey, commented : enthu-‘
siastically on his skill and. ability, -
I remember talking with an. Ameri-
can colléague who had known Philby :
during the war, and: whe had come to
ise¢-me just.after Philby Jeft my pffige,
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While we were mlkm" somecthing kept
workmg at the back ot‘ my m.md (it

. must be. understood that no matter

* how closely two intelligence services
may . cooperate, .there are  always,
- things which arc withheld, and there .

; Is, in the simple nature of things, a’

constant jockeying for advantage)) !
Suddenly, perhaps half an hour'
after Philby had left me, I perceived
the advantage he had adroitly gained
i over mo, | mtcrmptcd my American.
cqllcngue to exclaimy, *T'm bleeding!
I've just realised I've been smbbcdl
‘He burst into laughtcr ‘If you've:
only realised it now, he said, ‘it was

« Philby who did it! *

It was not ‘widely known in Wanh-
! ington, even -among prot'csmonal,
. intelligence officers, that Philby hadj;

_setup  the Soviet section of the British,

service in 1944 Those who now
denounce the establishment of this
'opcranon in 1944 as runaing counier -
to the interast of pmcd'nl postwar:
co- opcrallon with the Russians batray '
a’ romantic ‘over-estimate of the true

o aveight of espionage in-intcrnational «
- life,

lapse  of -
of Russi:m '

and a. convenicent
memory, or_ignorance,
activities at the time, .
HO\\cver, word of it did get around
further enhancing Philby's reputation .
by establishing him as a substantive
expert in the ficld which counted most,
-Philby was known to have been,
involved " in a major burcaucratlc
battle in London’ durmg the war and’
to have come out. the victor. He thus
arrived among us in the prestigious ..
role—particularly appealmg to Ametri-*
cans—of leader of a faction of
*Young Turks® who had imposed
“their will on an * Old Guard.’ .
Future chief ;
I do not .recall anyone saym" then
that Philby was a probable fulure.
chief of ‘the British service—that
estimate onlﬁ became common cur-
rency after his flight to Moscow in
1963—>but it was generally accepted
that he would in time become, if he
was not already,.a major factor in
the British service,
- The potency of this aspoct:'of :

nont inued




